


August 26, 2017, marks the 97th anniversary 
of women in the United States winning the 
right to vote.   This courageous, 72-year-

long political movement was carried out by tens of 
thousands of women and men working to form a 
more perfect union. 

Yet the significance of the woman suffrage cam-
paign – and its enormous political and social im-
pact – have been largely ignored in the telling of 
American history. It is a story that needs to be told.  
It is the story of women creating one of the most 
innovative and successful nonviolent civil rights ef-
forts the world has ever seen.  It is all the more re-
markable when one considers the barriers suffrag-
ists had to overcome.

With little financial, legal or political power of their 

own, and facing a well-financed and entrenched 
opposition, women fought state by state for their 
rights as citizens.

To win the right to vote, women circulated countless 
petitions, gave speeches, published newspapers, 
and travelled the country to win support.   They 
were frequently ridiculed, harassed and sometimes 
attacked by mobs and police.  Some were thrown in 
jail, and then treated brutally when they protested.

Still they persevered.  Finally, on August 26, 1920, 
their goal was achieved with the 19th Amendment.  
Women had won the right to vote and hold pub-
lic office. The women and men of the nation had 
moved closer to forming a more perfect union. 
This important democratic idea, born in 1776, is 
still very much alive.  Women’s Equality Day gives 

us an opportunity to reflect on the many benefits 
of true equality and the role of women in our pub-
lic life.  Women in public service and government 
have long served us as a nation by working to clear 
barriers, enforce laws, implement new ideas, and 
change people’s attitudes.  That’s why we are hon-
oring them this year.

The women we remember today, like so many other 
outstanding women and champions of equality, 
offer inspiring stories that give us a better under-
standing of our own place in history.  They remind 
us that, as Americans, we all have the opportunity 
– and the responsibility – to overcome life’s obsta-
cles, to give our very best effort, and to join with 
our fellow citizens to form a more democratic
society.

Rebecca Anderson (1940)
Community and Economic Development 
Organizer

Barbara Hackman Franklin (1940) 
Former Secretary of Commerce

Alexis Herman (1947) 
Former Secretary of Labor

Lilly Ledbetter (1938)
Equal Pay Activist

Kate Mullany (1845 - 1916)
Organized First All-Female Labor Union

Lucy Gonzalez Parsons (1853 -1942)
Labor Organizer and Socialist Leader Oveta Culp

Barbara “Dusty” Roads (1928)
Flight Attendant’s Union Leader

Andra Rush (1952)
Founder/CEO, Rush Group

Nina Vaca (1971)
Founder/President, Pinnacle Group

Yvonne Walker (1959) 
President, Service Employees International 
Union (SEIU) Local 1000

Maggie Lena Walker (1864 - 1934)
Businesswoman and Community Banking 
Leader 

Addie L. Wyatt (1924 - 2012)
Labor Union Leader and Civil Rights Activist

Norma Yaeger (1930)
Entrepreneur, Stockbroker and Business 
Pioneer
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